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Having on the 12th of OGober aft, receiv'd 
a LETTER Signd Andrew Dealer, aad 
Patrick Pennylefs ; / believe the following 
PAPER, juft come to my Hands, will be 
a fufficient Anjwer to if. 
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SIR, 


Am a Country Gentleman, and a Mem. 
ber of Parliament, with an Eftate of 
about 1400 /. a Year, which asa Northern 
andlord, 1 receive from above two Hun. 
red Tenants, and. my Lands having been 
t, near twenty Ycars ago, the Rents, till 
ry lately, were efteemed to be not above 
lf Value; yet by the intolerable Scarcity 
| Silver, 1 lye under the greateft Difficul. 
Sin receiving them, as well as in paying 
y Labourers, or buying any thing necefla- 
» for my Family from Trade/men, who are 
yt able to be long out of their Money. But 
¢ fufferings of me¢, and thofe of my Rank, 
¢ Trifles in Com parifon, of what the mean- 
fort undergo; fuch as the Buyers and 
tiers, at Fairs, and Markets; The Shop- 
epers in every Town, the Farmers in gene- 
ij, All thofe who Travel with Fi, Poultry, 
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Pedlary-Wareand other Conveniencies to fell: 
Burt more efpecially Mandy-crajtsmen, who 
Work for us by the Days and common La 
bourers, whom I have already mentioned 
Both thefe kinds of People, 1 am. forced to 
employ, till their Wages amount to, a Do 

ble Pijfole, or a Moydore, (for we hardly have 
any Gold of lower Value left among us) t 
divide ic among themfelves as they can 
and this is generally done at an Afe-honf 
or Brandy fbop; where, befides the coft 

getting Drunk, (which is ufually the Caf 
they muft pay tem pence or a Shading, fog 
changing their Piece into Silver, to fomé 
Huckjtering-fellow, who follows that Trade 
But what is infinitely worfe, thofe Poor 
Men for want of due Payment, are forced 
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to take up their Oat-meal, and other Necef#y 


faries of Life, at almoft double Value, and 
confequently are not able, to difcharge half 
their fcore, efpecially under the fearcenefs c 
Corn.for two Years palt, andthe Melanchol 
dif:ppciotment of the prefent Crop. 

The Cavfes of this, and a thoufand othe 


Evils. are clear and manifeft to you and all; 


ether Thinking Men, though hidden fro 
the Vulgar : Thefe indeed complain o 


hard Times, the Dearth of Corn, the wantll},-., 


ot Money, the badnefs of Seafons ; that thei 
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find Work; but their weak reafonings never 
‘Scarry them to the Hatred, and Contempr, 

born us by our Neighbours, and Brethren, 
without the leaft grounds of Provocation, 
who rejoice at our Sufferings, although fome- 
times to their own Difadvantage ; of the 
dead Weight upon every beneficial Branch 
of our Trade; of half our Revenues fent 
annually to Exgl/aed, and many other Grie- 
vances peculiar to this unhappyKingdom,ex- 
| cepted for ourSins,which keeps us from enjoy- 
Bing the common Benefits of Mankind, as you 
and fome other Lovers of their Country, have 
B foo frenobferved, with fuch goodInclinations, 
Seni fo little Effect. 

It is true indeed, that under our Cir-: 
camflances in general, this Complaint for 
the want of Silver, may appear as Ridicu- 
lous, as for a Man to be impatient, about a 
mCut Finger, when he is (truck with the Plague, 
and yet a poor Fellow going to the Gadows, 
may be allow’d to feel the finart of Wa/ps, 
while he is apon Tyburm Road. This mif- 
fortune is too urging, and vexatious in eve. 
ty kind of fmall Traffick, and fo hourly pref- 
fing upon all Perfons in the Country what- 
foever, that a hundred inconveniences, of 
perhaps greater Moment in themfelves, have 
been timely fubmitted to, with far lefs dif- 
quictude and murmurs. And the Cafe feems 
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yet the harder, if it be true, what mar 
skilfull Men affert, that nothing is mo 
eafy, than a Remedy; aad, that the Wa 
of Silver, in proportion to the little Ge 
remaining among us, is altogether as uno 
ceflary, as it is inconvenient. A Perfon 

Diftinttion affured me very lately, that, 

difcourfing with the Lord Léeutenanr, » 
fore his laft Return to England, His Ex: 
lency faid, He bad preffed the matter oft 
in proper Time and Place, and to proper P: 
fons; and could not fee any difficulty of the le 

Moment, that could prevent us from being ¢ 
fy upon that Article. 

Whoever carrys to England, twenty fer 
Englifhb Shillings, and brings back one M 
dore, of full Weight, is a gainer of ni 
pence Irifh; In a Guinea, the Advantage 
three pence, and two penceina Piffole. 1) 
BANKERS, who are generally Matters 
all our Geld, and Silver, with this Advantag 
havefent over as muchof the latter, as cat 
into their Hands. The Value of one tho 
fand Moydores in Silver, would thus amou' 
in clear profit, to 37 1.105. The Sho 
keepers, and other Traders, who go to Lo 
don to buy Goods, followed the fame Pra 
tice, by which we have been driyen into t! 
infupportable Diftrefs. 
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Jo a common Thinker, it fhould feem, 


‘hat nothing would bé more cafy, than for 


the Government to Redreis this Evil, at any 


“B time they (hall oleafe. When the value of 


Guineas Was \owred in Bagland, from 21 s. 
6d. to only 215. the Confequences to this 
Kingdom, were obvious, and manifeft:to us 
all; and a fober Man, may be allowed at leat 
to wonter, though he dare not compi.is, 
why « new Regulation of Cosm among us, 
was vot then made; much more, why it hath 
never been fince. It would furely require 
no very profound skillin Alebra, to reduce 
the difterence of nine Pence to thirty Sbidings, 
or three Pence in a Guinea, to lefs than a Far- 
thing And fo fmall a Fraction could be no 
Temptation, either to Bankers, to hazard 
th ic Si'ver at Sea, or Tradefmen to load 
themicives with it, ia their Journeys to Eng- 
land. 1nmy humble Opinion, it would be 
no unfeafonable Condefcenfion, if the Govern. 
ment would Gracioufly pleafe, to fignify to 
the poor loyal Protejtant Subjects of Ireland,” 
either that this niferable want of Si/ver, is 
not poffible to be remedy’d in any degree, by 
the niceft skill in Arithmetick 5 or elfe, that 
it doth not ftand with the good pleafure of 
England, to fuffer any Si/ver at all among us. 
14 the former Cafe, it would be madnefs, to 
expeét Impoffibilities : And in the other, we 
A 4 Mut 
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muft fubmit : For, Lives, and Fortunes aré, 
alwaysat the Mercy of the CONQUEROR. 

The Queftion hath been often put in prin. 

ted Papers, by the DR APIE R, and others, 
or perhaps by the fame WRITER, under 
different Styles, why this Kingdom fhould 
not be permitted to have a Mint of its own, 
for the Coimaze of Gold, Silver, and Copper, 
which is a Power exercifed by many Bishops, 
and every petty Prince in Germany. But this 
Queftion hath never been anfwered, nor the 
leat Application that I have heard of, made 
to the Crown from hence, for the grant of a 
Publick Mint, although it ftands upon Re. 
cord, that feveral Cities, and Corporations 
here, had the Liberty of Coining Silver, 1 
can fee no Reafons, why we alone of all Na. 
tions, ate thus reftrained, but fuch as I dare 
not mention; only thus far, [ may venture, 
that Jreland is the firft Imperial Kingdom, 
fince Nimrod, which ever wanted Power, to 
Coin their own Money. 

I know very weil, that in England it is 
lawful for any Subjett, to Petition either the 
Prince, or the Parliament, provided it be done 
in a dutiful, and regular Manner ; But what 
is lawful fora Subject of Ireland, I profefs 1 
cannot determine; nor will undertuke, that 
your Printer fhall not be profecuted, in a 
Court of Fuftice, for publithing my Wijbes, 
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that a poor Shop-keeper might be able to 
change a Guinea, or a Moydore, when a Cult. 
omer comes for a Crown’s worth of Goods. 
I] have known lefs Crimes punithed with the 
utmoft Severity, under the J itle of Difaffet#i. 
m: And, I cannot but approve the Wifdom 
of the Antients, who, after Aftrea had fied 
from the Earth, at leaft took care to provide 
three upright Judges for Hel. Men’s Ears 
among us, are indeed grown fo nice, that 
whoever happens to think out of Fafhion, in 
what relatesto the Welfare of this Kingdom, 
dare not fo much as complain of the Toorb- 
sch, lefty our weak and bufy Dablersin politick 
hhould be ready to fweat againit him for 
Difaffettion 

There wasa Method praéticed by Sir 4m- 
brofe Cowley, the great Dealer in Jron-works, 
which I wonder the Gentlemen of our Coun- 
try, under this great Exigence, have not 
thought fit to imitate. In the feveral Towns, 
and Villages, where he dealt, and many Miles 
round, he gave Notes, inftead of Money, from 
two Pence, to twenty Shidings, which pafled 
currant in all Shops, and Markets, as well 
as in Howfes, where Meat, or Drink was 
Sold. I fee no Reafon, why the like Prattice, 
may not be introduced among us, with fome 
degree of Succefs, or at lealt may not ferve, 
as a poor Expedient, in this, our bleffed age 
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ef Paper, which, a8 it Ditchargeth all our 
gfeatcit Paymcats, may be equally ufeful in 
the Snatcr, and may jult. keep us alive, till 
an Exglify At of Parliament fhall forbid it. 

I rave been told, that among fome of our 
pooreit Averican Colonies, upon the Conti- 
nent, the People enjoy the Liberty of cur- 
ting the little Money, among then into 
halves, end quarters, for the conven ices 
of finall Trafick. How happy thou d we 
be in Comparifion of our prefent Co. iti. 
on, if the like Priviledge, were graniei to 
us, of employing the Sheers, for want of a 
Mint, upon our foreign Gold ; by chipping it 
into half Crowns, and shillings, and even low- 
er Denominations ; For Beggars muft be 
content to live upon fcrips; And it would 
be our Felicity, thit thefe fcraps would 
never be exported to otiicr Countries, while 
any thing octter was lett. 

If neither of thefe Projeéts will avail, I 
fee nothing left us, but to truck and barter 
our Govds, like the mé/d indians, with 
each other, or with our too powerful Neigh- 
bours ; only with this difidvantige on our 
fide, thae the Indians enjoy the Produ of 
their own Land, whereas the betcer half of | 
ours is fent away without fo muchas a re- 
¢ompence in Bug/es, or Gla/s,in return. 
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It muft needs be a very comfortable Cir- 
cumitance, in the prefent junfture, that 
fome thoufand Families are gone, or gotng, 
or preparing to go, from heace, and fettle 
themfelves in America. The poorer Sort, 
for want of Work. the Farmers whofe be- 
neficial Bargains, are now become a Rack. 
rent, too hard to be born. And thofe who 
have any ready Money, or can purchafe any, 
by the Sale of their Goods, or Leafes; be- 
caufe they find their Fortunes hourly decay- 
ing ; that their Goods will bear no Price, 
and that few or none, haye any Money to 
buy the very neceflaries of Life, are haftening 
to follow their departed Neighbours. It is 
true, Corn among us, carries a very high 
price ; but itis for the fame reafon, thatRats, 
and Cats, and Dead Horfes, have been often 
bought for Gold, in a Town befieged. 

There is a Perfon of Quality in my 
Neighbourhood, who twenty Years ago; 
when he was jult come to age, being Wnex- 
perienced, and of a generous Temper, let 
his Lands, even as times went then, at a low 
Rate, toable Lenants, and confequently by 
the rife of Land, fince that time, looked up- 
on his Eftate, to be fet at half value. But 
Numbers of thefe Tenants, or their De- 
{cendants are now Offering to fell their Leaf- 
es by Cant. even thofe which were for Lives, 
fome of them renewable for ever. and fome 
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Fee-farms, which the Landlord himfelf, 
hath bought’ in, at half the Price, they 
would have yielded feven Yearsago. And fome 
Leafes Let at the fame time, for Lives, 
have been given up to him, without any 
Confideratien at all. 

This is the moft favourable face of things 
at prefent among us, I fay, among us of 
the North, who are efteemed the onely 
thriving people of the Kingdom: And how 
far, and how foon, this Mifery, and Defola- 
tion may fpread, is eafy to forefec. 

The valt Sums of Money daily carryed 
off, by our numerous Adventurers te Ameri- 
ca, have deprived us of our Gold in thefz 
Parts, almoft as muchas of our Silver. 

And the good Wives who came to our 
Houfts, offer us their Pieces of Linnen, up 
on which their whole Dependence lyes, for 
fo little profit, that it can neither half pay 
ag Rents, nor half fupport their Fami- 
ies. 

ft is remarkable, that this Enthufiafm 
fpread among our Northern People, of 
fheltring them felves inthe Continent of 
America, hath no other foundation, than 
their prefent infupportable Condition at 
home. I have made aff poflible inquiries, 
to learn what Encouragement our People 
have met with, by any Intelligence from 
thofe 
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thofe Plantations, fufficient to make them 
undertake, fo tedious, and hazardousa Voy- 
age, in all feafons of the Year; and fo ill 
accommodated in their Ships, that many of 
them have Dyed miferably in their Paflage ; 
But, could never get one fatifattory Anfwer. 
Some body, they know not who, had Writ- 
ten a Letter to his Friend, or Coufia, 
from thence, inviting him by all means, 
to come over; that it was a fine fruitfull 
Country, and to be held for ever, at a 
Penny an Acre. But the Truth of the 
Fatt is this, The Eaglifh eftablifhed in thofe 
Colonies, are in great want of Men to in- 
habit that Tra@of Ground, which lyes be- 
tween them, and the Wild Indians, who are 
not reduced under their Dominion. We Read 
of fome barbarous People, whom the Ro- 
mans Placed in their Armies, for no other 
fervice, than to blunt their Enemies Swords, 
and afterwardsto fill up Trenches with their 
dead Bodies. And thus our People who 
Tranfport themfelves, are fettled tn thofe 
interjacent Tratts, as a fcreen againft the 
Infulft. of the Savages and may have as much 
Land, as they can clear from the Woods, at 
a very reafonable Rate, if they can afford to 
pay, about a hundred years Purchafe by their 
Labour. now befides the Fox’s reafons, which 
inclines all thofe, who have already wie. 
re 
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red thither, to reprefent every thing, in a 
falfe light, as well for juttifying their own 
Condué, as for getting Companions, in their 
mifery ; fo, the Governing People in thofe 
Plantations, have Wifely provided, that no 
Letters fhall be fuffered to pafs from thence 
hither, without being firft viewed by the 
Council, by which our People here, are 
wholly deccived in tte Opinions, they have 
of the happy condition of their Friends, 
gone before them. This was accidentally 
difcovered fome months ago, by an honett 
Man who having tran{ported himfelf, and 
family thither, and finding all things direét- 
ly contrary to his hope, had the luck to 
Cenvey a private Note, by a faithful hand, 
to his Relation here, entreating him, not to 
think of fuch a Voyage, and to difcourage 
all his friends from attempting it. Yer this, 
althoughit be a Truth well known, hath 
produced very little effects; which is no 
manner of wonder ; For as it is natural to 
a Man ina Fever to torn often, although 
without any hope of Eafe, or when he is 
purfued to leap down a Precipice, to avoid 
an Enemey juft at his back ; fo, Men in the 
extremeft degree of Mifery, and Want, will 

turally fly to the firit apperanceof Relief, 
Jet it be ever fo vain, or viffonary. 


You 
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You may obferve. that I have very fu- 
perfici. ly touchec the fubject I began with, 
and with the utmoit Caution: For 1 know 
bow Criminal the leaft Complaint hath been 
thought, however feafonable or juli, or ho- 
neftly intended, which hath forced meto cf 
ferup mr Daily Prayers, that it may never, 
at leait in my time, be Interpreted by 
innuendo’s as a falfe, fcandalous, feditious, 
and difaffeéted aétion, for a Man to roar 
under an acute fit of the Gout, which be, 
fide the lofs, and the danger, would be very 
inc or venient to one of my Age, fo feverely 
Affiitred with that Diftemper. 

I with you good fuccefs, but I can promife 
sta little, in an ungrateful Office you 

ave taken up, without the leaft view, e- 
ther to Reputation, or Profit. Perhaps your 
Comfort is, that none but Vs//ians, anc Be- 
trayers of their Country, can be your Eat. 
mies. Upon which, I have little to fay, hav. 
ing not the‘honour, to be acquainted with 
many of that fort, and therefore, as you 
eafily may believe, am compelled to lead a 
very retired Life. , 

I am Sir, 
Your moft Obidient, 
County of Down. Humble Servant, 
Dec. 2d. 1728. A. NORT 4H. 
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